Something for the weekend....Action #20:
Review and Recycle right
It may feel like there is a fine art to recycling; but simply, sorting is the key. Collections contaminated with items which cannot be recycled can end up going into general waste streams. Not good news.
Therefore we all need to take responsibility at the point of collection. Whether it be in a domestic, commercial or other facility.
Part of this process is educating ourselves. Sobo Wastebusters aim to assist with this; we are familiar with the minefield of recycling - where, when, how...whaaat?!!! It can get very confusing! So here are a few resources you might find helpful:
Our website!
www.sobowastebusters.com
Where you can find useful links, ideas and a directory of local recycling points. This directory is a work in progress - please share any updates and information you may have to contribute!
BCP Council
https://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/binsre…/BinsandRecycling.aspx
They provide more details than you might think on their website about all aspects of waste management, including local authority recycling facilities across Bournemouth - from car batteries, to garden waste and textiles. You can even ask for free assistance with a green audit in your workplace!
Recycle Now
www.recyclenow.com
Provides extensive online advice, information about recycling symbols; a directory to help you identify where items can be taken nationally; and how to reduce your waste. This is where we discovered the immense list of items that can go in plastic bag recycling points!
Ideas2Action
www.ideas2action.org.uk
They bring us Win on Waste collection points across Bournemouth, Poole and Christchurch; taking things our Council don't - from toothbrushes to biscuit wrappers. They also provide the 'We need that!' directory and other community recycling projects.
TerraCycle UK
www.terracycle.com/en-GB/
This is a private recycling firm, partnering up with an increasing number of big brands and manufacturers to tackle packaging waste generated from everyday products. From pet food, to tobacco pouches; crisp packets to craft items. Use their online search facility to find out about all the schemes, collection point locations - and how to set up a collection yourself! It is easier than you might think - give it a go!
There will of course be plenty more resources out there, but these are ones we typically draw on and find most helpful.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We wish you happy reading; and more effective recycling 
Further, there was the TV advert for some contraption that fills up seemingly 100s of water balloons at the same time. I nearly keeled over.
Please don't be green washed into thinking 'biodegradable water balloons' are any better; as under the right conditions, they would eventually, after a year or so, appear to vanish - but have they really disappeared or just broken down into micro plastics, unseen to the human eye? The micro plastics most likely to already be saturating into the ground, into the ground water and food chain as they end up into the bellies of birds, insects, microorganisms and beyond.
FACT: A new study has found that balloons are the highest-risk plastic debris item for seabirds — 32 times more likely to kill than ingesting hard plastics.*
So next time, if you or someone you know reach for a packet of these fun time treats....please think again. Consider a different activity that doesn't involve single use plastic; and avoid this mini disaster in your own turf. On our turf. Because it is our land and we need to look after it, if it is to look after us.
If you would like to know more about the wider issues around the relationship between land preservation and climate change, you may like to read this article https://www.theguardian.com/…/climate-crisis-reducing-lands…
*Taken from the article https://www.sciencedaily.com/releas…/2019/…/190301084847.htm
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